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Steer Clear of
Distraction Thefts

TIPS TO

. PREVENT
; CONSIDER:

people will approach as you Conceal valuable items

(Const. Todd Blower, our Community
Policing Officer, has advice on how to
cope with the increasing prevalence of
“distraction thefts”.)

Distraction theft is when one or
more people use trickery, diversions
or sleight of hand to steal from your
erson or vehicle. Typical locations
or these incidents include ATMs,
retail stores, parking lots, and even
your own residence or yard.

Victims of these incidents tend to be
elderly, trusting, or have English as a
second language. Offenders typically
look for people who are alone and
preoccupied.

These situations are far more prevalent
in the summer as more people are

out and about. Offenders tend to be
transient in nature and, more likely than
not, utilize rental vehicles (mainly from
Ontario or Alberta).

Frequently children are used in this
scam as decoys and to make you
sympathetic to their story. Many times,
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Policing Centre works in
partnership with the Vancouver Police Department

are preoccupied and invade
your personal space, either
overwhelming you with a
story of financial distress or
grabbing at your wrists or
jewelry. Most will offer you
fake jewelry for sale or trade
and place the items on your
person while taking your
own jewelry, using sleight of
han(f. The encounter tends to
be very short in duration.

Distraction thefts are difficult
for police to investigate as
they are so brief in nature
and many victims won’t even

realize something has occurred until the

suspects are long gone.

Items stolen are typically jewelry and
money.

What Can You Do?

« Be aware of your personal space and
don’t let strangers into it

« If approached in your yard, go inside
andylock}t’he d(g)or

« If you feel unsafe,
telephone the police
-2 « Do not approach
P vehicles ifl?the driver
or passenger is
waving you over

_P4

Other Partners:

> CITY OF

Don't let strangers into your
personal space and tell them
to leave you alone

under your clathing

Diraw attention to i *

the situation

Call 9-1-1 and report the
crime to police immediately E
— B

« Remember the old adage “if it’s too
good to be true, it probably is.”

Statistics

40% of distraction thefts in BC occur in
Vancouver

85% of distraction thefts involve fake
jewelry or fake gold

60% of distraction thefts
involve persons 60 years
old and above .

m Const. Todd Blower, VPD
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Meet our 1000th
Volunteer !

Say hello to Chloe! She’s
just become the 1000th
person to join our volunteer
team - we’re so thrilled to
have you!

To our newest volunteer,
and the 999 before her:
through your dedication,
hard work, and passion,
you’ve helped us make
real, lasting change in
the Hastings-Sunrise
community and beyond.

Justice Institute: A Valued Partner

If you have been to any outreach
events this summer in the Hastings
Sunrise neighbourhood, there is a
good chance that you chatted with
our practicum students Ravleen and
Brendan, both enrolled in the Law
Enforcement Studies Program at
the Justice Institute of BC (JIBC).
The Hastings Sunrise Community
Policing Centre (HSCPC) has been

collaborating with the JIBC for many

years, and mentoring practicum

students each summer is just one part

of it.

It is crucially important for both partners

to help students learn more about social

issues, equity and diversity and help them

enter communities as leaders, especially

if they want to pursue a law enforcement

career. Enter Community Integrated
Learning, an approach that focuses

on the needs and desires identified by
the community in which the students
work. To make the summer practicum
an experience for students that fosters
connection and understanding while
also ensuring reciprocity and longevity
for both the program and the local
neighbourhood, the JIBC has received
a three-year grant from the College and
Community Social Innovation Fund.
The goal is to deepen the collaboration
between community partners and

JIBC to make the Law Enforcement
Studies Program a hands-on experience
that enriches students’ personal and
professional development journeys

and makes them more empathetic and
capable leaders and role models.

| - r: Clair MacGougan (HSCPC), Ravleen Chharahhan (JIBC),

As a community-based and volunteer-
led organization that has been around
for over 25 years, the HSCPC and
other CPCs have been invited to
participate in the pilot study “Beyond
the Classroom: Work Integrated
Learning in Vancouver Community
Policing Centres and Community
Impact” to better understand student
and community partners’ experiences
and their hopes for future versions

of the course. “Wed like to provide
opportunities for the CPCs to express
their ideas and experiences working
with students from the JIBC, and to
see how well they see the principles
of community engagement being
implemented,” says Nina Bennett,
work-integrated learning program
manager at the JIBC. “The unique
information that the community
policing centres and other partners
provide will be used to amend and
improve future iterations of the Law
Enforcement Studies Program.”

Clair MacGougan, executive director
at the HSCPC, also sits on an advisory
group for quality assurance for the
program. They meet four times a year
to identify emerging trends, provide
advice on the student curriculum as
well as act as ambassadors for the
program and the JIBC. “We have had
a positive experience with the JIBC
practicum students and many of
them stayed on as HSCPC volunteers,
so we're happy to add value to the
program and the students wherever we
can,” says MacGougan.

u Nina Kreis

Carmen Ma (HSCPC), Brendan Jeet (JIBC)



Volunteers from Around the World

Did you know that the Hastings Sunrise Community
Policing Centre (HSCPC) has more than 100 volunteers?
Among them, they speak 23 different languages and come
from many countries and backgrounds with a wealth of
skills and ambitions.

Many came to Canada to seek better opportunities and pursue
their dreams, something that Canadians may take for granted,
but was unattainable for some of the HSCPC’s volunteers in
their home countries.

Fahima, 21, found her way to the HSCPC last year after
attending the Vancouver Police Departments (VPD) New Kids
Police Academy and then joining the VPD Cadet program. She
has also been awarded the green belt in police judo! Fahima
completed an associate certificate in Business at BCIT and

will enter the Law Enforcement Studies program at the Justice
Institute of BC this fall.

Fahima came to Canada
in 2020 with her parents
and seven siblings after her
native Kabul, Afghanistan,
had grown increasingly
unsafe, especially for girls
and women. Her father,

a human rights activist
who had worked for the
United Nations, had come
to Canada in 2017 seeking
safety for his family with
the threat of the Islamic
fundamentalist Taliban
regaining power.

Fahima always knew that
that she wanted to be a
police officer, but one event
consolidated her decision:
“When I was 12, a suicide
bomber attacked the all-girls
school I attended, and the

Special Forces came to our rescue.
It was right then and there that I decided that I wanted to do
something equally meaningful with my life. I didn’t want to be
just a survivor, but to actually live,” says Fahima. Volunteering
with the HSCPC and being part of its Sunrise Safety Team is a
stepping stone to becoming a VPD police officer. When she’s
not working or volunteering at the HSCPC, Fahima also works
as a security officer at a casino and assists VPD with role-play
scenarios to train police constables.

Dina, 36, fled Ukraine in

2022 with her husband and
two children after her town,
Herson, had been occupied by
Russian forces. The family went
to Romania and applied for
refugee status in Canada from
there. The last couple of years,
Dina has been busy creating a
new life for her now-family of |8
five, but recently she has felt like
she can catch a breath and carve =*
out new career opportunities
for herself. Trained as a hair
stylist, Dina has dreamed about
going into law enforcement
from a young age.

“I always knew that I didn't
just want to make money, but
help people. I want to be a
role model for my children
and make my parents proud,’
says Dina. After attending

a VPD information session,
Dina became a volunteer at the
HSCPC and has been joining
various programs multiple
times per week.

“I already volunteered in
Ukraine at an organization

for veterans with disabilities,
and I like what the community
policing centre is doing in
Hastings Sunrise, so I applied.”
She is now an active member
of the citizen’s patrol and road
safety teams while also doing
shifts in the front office and
joining outreach events.

Dina

If you, or someone you know, are interested in volunteering
with the HSCPC, please call 604-717-3584 or email info@hscpc.
com to sign up for an upcoming information session.

® Nina Kreis
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Hastings Sunrise
cleaner and better !

Office hours:

Mon to Fri: 9:30am - 4:30pm
Saturday: 10:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday and Holiday

weekends: ... Closed
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