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Working together for a safe community

The Hastings Sunrise Community Policing Centre works 
in partnership with the Vancouver Police Department

 
  

Other Partners:

Sunrise Summer Kick-off
An estimated 2,500 people – the biggest crowd ever – turned out for 
the 2015 Sunrise Summer Kickoff at Sunrise Square. They included 
260 young street hockey players, 80 Child Find participants, 68 
entertainers and 16 police officers.

Seventy-eight volunteers contributed 568 volunteer hours to the one-
day event, co-hosted by the Hastings Sunrise Community Policing 
Centre (HSCPC) and the Hastings North Business Improvement 
Association (HNBIA).

“It was a huge success,” said Clair MacGougan, executive director of 
the HSCPC. “The rain didn’t seem to scare anyone away!”

“None of this could have been possible without the strong effort of 
volunteers, board members and staff,  sponsors  and partners – the 
BIA and Vancouver Police Department,” he said.  “A special thank-
you to all of them!”
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 Little Libraries: A Case of Give and Take

Free access to books is as close as 
your local public library – and often 
even closer!

Neighbourhood  book exchange kiosks 
are popping up beside residential 
sidewalks throughout Hastings Sunrise. 
There are at least nine, including one 
with its own website and Facebook page.
They are part of an international 
movement in which people offer books 
for others to take away or to read on site. 
Takers are encouraged to leave one of 
their own, in exchange.

“I saw some while I was doing Citizen 
Patrols and I thought it was cool,” says 
Gary Bosomworth, the Hasting Sunrise 
CPC’s volunteer co-ordinator. So he 
decided to put one up on the boulevard 
outside his condo building in the 400 
block North Nanaimo Street.

He found a kitchen cupboard at the 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore, modified 
it for outdoor use and signed up with the 
Little Free Library (www.littlefreelibrary.
org) , which supports the movement – a 
helpful but not necessary step.

“I’ve done a second one in the Wall 
Street Community Garden,” he says. “I 
got another cupboard and bench from 
ReStore.  I decorate it for Christmas and 
change the décor every few months.”

Some are more artistic than others. A 
library in the 200 block North Slocan is a 
work of art, festooned with paintings of 
crows and topped by a wire mesh crow.

“It’s a great gathering place,” says 
neighbour Dorothy Yee, one of its three 
creators. “We get lots of dog walkers, and 
mothers with strollers. We had a block 
party to open it, and people liked that 
so much  that we’ve kept having block 
parties about twice a year!”

Some have benches nearby, for easy 
browsing. A new one in the 2700 block 
Dundas is a gorgeously conceived 
reading area in a shady nook with a 
bench, wood  flooring ,a  reading light 
and an artistically carved book cupboard.
It’s called “Fable Swap”, and it was 
inspired by the impending arrival of 

Where to find a book exchange:

 • 400 block N. Nanaimo
 • 200 block N. Slocan
 • 2700 block Dundas
 • 200 block S. Kaslo
 • 3000/3100 blocks Turner
 • 2500 block William
 • 2500 block E. 2nd

 • Wall St. community garden

Aesop and Finn, twin grandsons of Kara 
Ardan and Loki Jorgenson. Loki built it, 
Kara painted murals and they stocked it 
with children’s books, thanks to a grant 
from the Hastings North Community 
Partners Group.

The biggest one around is the 2nd 
Avenue Free Library, in the 2500 block 
East Second. It  has hundreds of books 
including many in Chinese, some 
in Japanese and Russian, plus CDs 
and DVDs – and its own website and 
Facebook page!

Some people have sought community 
grants to help start a library. Others, like 
Gary Bosomworth, have relied on their 
own resources. “I was afraid nobody 
would contribute books so I went to 
the Sally Ann and bought $100 worth 
of books to stock it,” he says. He did 
end up gradually adding them, partly to 
offset a glut of romance novels that have 
overtaken some libraries.

Caretakers and patrons say the book 
exchanges are strengthening the sense 
of community in their neighbourhoods. 
To examine this claim, as well as many 
other aspects, three UBC researchers 
have embarked on a study entitled 
The Neighbourhood Book Exchange: 
Community Catalyst or Media Hype? 
Their findings will be published later this 
year.

  ■ Chester Grant

OPEN HOUSE SEPT. 12

Curious about the Hastings Sunrise 
CPC? 

Drop in to 2620 E. Hastings from 
10am to 2pm Saturday Sept. 12, 
recognized
by the city as Community Policing 
Day.

Meet staff and volunteers who help 
to keep your community safe, clean 
and informed. Stay for food, live 
music and fun!



Here’s how you get a safe city: one 
street, one block at a time.

And that is the mandate of Block 
Watch, a neighbour-to-neighbour 
program that is slowly spreading 
across Vancouver.

Since 2012, Block Watches in the city 
have grown by at least 6%, to 654 
at last count. Hastings Sunrise has 
grown much faster, at 34%. There 
are now 35 Block Watches in our 
community: good, but still a drop in 
the bucket.

“Look after your neighbour’s 
property as if it were your own,” 
says Constable Dave Krenz, the 
Vancouver Police Department’s 
Block Watch investigations 
and training officer.   “The VPD 
encourages this concept because 
neighbours should be looking out 

for neighbours.
“Think how you would feel if you 
came home and discovered your 
house was the victim of  a break and 
enter or a theft from auto and your 
neighbour witnessed the suspect, the 
crime and called the police and the 
suspect was apprehended!

“This type of thankfulness can be 
returned by doing the same for others.  
This is how we catch thieves and 
crooks and build strong friendships 
among neighbours. 

“Your children will remember these 
neighbourhood relationships and 
hopefully start Block Watch groups 
when they grow up, get married and 
have children of their own,” says 
Const. Krenz.   “The cycle repeats 
itself.”

  ■

Block Watches Curb Crime

•	 Go to the VPD website at 
Vancouver.ca/police.

•	 Click on “community policing”, 
then “Block Watch” for details.

•	 You will be asked to involve your 
neighbours, and choose a captain 
and co-captain. 

•	 After free training by the VPD, you 
will have a telephone and email 
list of participating households, 
who can then share alerts about 
criminal or suspicious activity in 
the neighbourhood.

•	 A bonus: many Block Watch 
groups hold annual block parties, 
where neighbours can become 
friends!

How to Start a 
Block Watch

Your Neighbour: Vancouver Tap Dance Society

Since 1995, The Vancouver Tap 
Dance Society (VTDS) has been an 
energized source of the tap dancing 
art form as well as a vital and 
supportive member of the Hastings 
Sunrise community, providing 
hundreds of classes to children each 
year through its outreach program. 

Practicing on the wooden dance 
floor at 2775 East Hastings 
in the Evelyn Ward Building, 
named after a well-known 
Hastings Sunrise resident, the 
VTDS provides classes for both 
professionals and first timers of 
all ages. “We have 225 students 
from 3 years old up to 90 years 
old, along with 20 experienced 
instructors, and classes for all 
abilities,” says Karen Gram, dance 
society board president. “Our 
older participants love the mental 

workout that tap dancing offers, and our 
younger students enjoy the physical side. 
Yes, it gives you quite a workout!” 

TapCo, a selected youth ensemble, 
performs at special events locally, tours 
BC schools, and makes guest appearances 
at North American festivals. “We are 

currently preparing for the 16th annual 
Vancouver International Tap Festival 
(Aug. 27-30) where some of the best tap 
dancers will be performing and giving 
workshops to students flying in from all 
over Canada and the United States.” 

The society also empowers participants 
through its affordable outreach program.  
Members take tap shoes to local schools 
and community centres and teach a class, 
so young people can explore rhythm and 
make music with their feet. 

While the VTDS commits to being 
an innovative leader in promoting tap 
dancing, Ms. Gram admits that one of 
the things it is most proud of is the effect 
its program has on its younger students. 
“On top of the fun mental and physical 
workout our students enjoy, it’s the 
confidence that our younger students 
develop from performing in front of 
audiences that has an invaluable, long 
lasting effect.” 

For more information on the Vancouver 
Tap Dance Society and its programs, 
and on the Tap Festival, visit www.
vantapdance.com.

  ■ Lishan Sharples

  Cst. Krenz shares his Block Watch expertise
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Thank You:

Frog Hollow Neighbourhood 
House invites you to FREE 
activities this summer: 

• Chair Yoga
• Smart Steppers
• Laughter Yoga 
• Heritage Dance
• Computer Classes for ages 50+  
• Frogs In The Park at Clinton 
Park (E. 1st Ave. at Slocan) 
every sunny  Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday until Aug. 28.   

Check out the new Gathering 
Place hub in September: new 
gazebo, exercise equipment and 
games for everyone.  
 
Frog Hollow N.H.  address is: 
2131 Renfrew Street (at 5th Ave)
phone: 604-251-1225.

Having volunteered for the Hastings 
Sunrise Community Policing Centre 
(HSCPC) for the better part of 10 
years, Lester Poon has seen changes 
in both the community he grew up in 
and the centre he volunteers for.

Lester Poon, Citizens Patrol Volunteer
“I grew up in the Hastings Sunrise area 
two blocks down from the HSCPC,” 
Lester recalls. “I started volunteering 
in their garbage pickup program and 
then eventually began working with the 
Citizens Patrol." 

“I have stuck with it all of this time 
because I enjoyed the active and positive 
interactions I had with members of 
the community, many of which I knew 
growing up.”

While Lester has accumulated an 
entire library of stories from his many 
experiences as a volunteer, the one that 
he remembers most vividly reflects the 
importance of acting on a gut feeling 
involving a suspicious person.

“A few years ago, while on the Citizens 
Patrol, we were handing out pamphlets 
at the PNE regarding summer safety, 
how to prevent and report Break and 
Enters, and the importance of reporting 
suspicious activity,” says Lester. 

“A week later, a few of the same people 
who received our pamphlets reported 
an individual who had been loitering 
in their neighbourhood. As it turns out, 
this individual had been responsible for 
many of the thefts and Break and Enters 
in the community. 

“It goes to show that the information that 
we are distributing and our presence can 
make a difference and change someone’s 
mind if they aren’t sure if this individual 
is acting in a way that would warrant 
police inquiry.”

Lester continues to volunteer with the 
Citizens Patrol today.

  ■ Lishan Sharples


