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Working together for a safe community

The Hastings Sunrise Community Policing Centre works 
in partnership with the Vancouver Police Department

 
  

Other Partners:

  • Lost/Found  -  p.2
  • Kickoff Time!  -  p.3
  • Record Shred  -  p.4
 

Inside:

Hooves fly before an overflow crowd at Hastings Racecourse in this 1964 photo by 
Ralph Bower. See “Your Neighbour” on page 3.

 Pals Find Cash                                
--- Then Do                                

The Right Thing
What would you do if you 
stumbled upon a pile of cash in 
the street?

Look around for the owner? Or keep 
it?

That was the scenario when Johnny 
Yang, a 14-year-old Templeton 
student, and two friends saw a pile 
of bills strewn on the sidewalk at 
Nanaimo and Hastings recently as 
they were heading for a sushi lunch.

“I saw the bills just sitting there,” said 
Johnny. “Then a bus went by and 
the bills went flying.” So he grabbed 
them – “and we walked around for 
a while wondering what to do,” he 
said.

They quickly ruled out keeping the 
money – a substantial amount! “I 
said we’d feel guilty for a long time, 
so we can’t do that,” said Johnny.

So they visited all the nearby banks, 
to see if anyone had just withdrawn 
that amount. No luck.

Then Johnny remembered his dad 
once pointing out the Hastings 
Sunrise Community Policing Centre 
(HSCPC) office as they walked by. 

“I didn’t remember where it was,” he 
said, “but one of my friends had a 
sister who volunteered here before, 

so he took us there and we turned in 
the money.”

The HSCPC is always happy to help 
return found property to its rightful 
owner, said Clair MacGougan, 
executive director – and happier still 
to see how honest people can be.

“They didn’t even ask ‘What if it’s not 

See Pals, page 2



Your Neighbour: 127 Years of Horses and History!
For 127 years, Hastings Racecourse has 
stood as Vancouver’s oldest running 
professional sports facility. 
 
Situated on the north side of Hastings Park with 
the North Shore mountains as its backdrop, 
Hastings Racecourse is not only an iconic horse 
race betting establishment within the Hastings 
Sunrise community, but it was the first source 
of sports entertainment in Vancouver - before 
the Vancouver Canucks, before Playland, and 
even before the Pacific National Exhibition! 

In its early days, celebrities such as Bob Hope, 
Mickey Rooney and John Wayne were seen 
at Hastings amongst large hats and colorful 
pinstriped suits. 

Today, Hastings is best known as the home 
stable for Mexican-born jockey Mario 
Gutierrez who in 2012 won the Santa Anita 
Derby, the Kentucky Derby and the Preakness 
Stakes aboard I’ll Have Another. Gutierrez 
again made recent headlines for winning the 
2016 Kentucky Derby aboard Nyquist.

The Racecourse remains an important landmark 
and destination in Vancouver, nostalgic in 
nature for Vancouver’s older generation 
of attendees, and for Vancouver’s younger 
generation, a snapshot into Vancouver’s oldest 
and most colorful sports and entertainment 
traditions.
  
   ■  Lishan Sharples

claimed?’” said Clair. “We had to tell them that 
they get it back if it’s not claimed in 90 days.

“It gives you hope that people are still doing the 
right things!” 

  ■  Chester Grant

Pals Find Cash, (from page 1)

Johnny Yang

Lost, Found - and Auctioned
What happens to items found 
by the public – like Johnny’s 
cash -- and turned in to 
Vancouver Police or to your 
Community Policing Centre?

They are kept at the VPD’s 
Property Office at 2010 Glen 
Drive. If the lawful owner hasn’t 
picked them up within 90 days, 
they can be claimed by the finder.

At least once a year an auction 
is held to dispose of unclaimed 
property.

Up for bidding at this year’s 
spring auction, held in March, 
were more than 400 bicycles, lots 

of jewellery and a huge array of 
items including:

Power tools, IPads, artwork, 
coin collections, designer purses, 
generators, snowboards, guitars, 
hockey gear, kitchen appliances, 
electric shavers and camping 
supplies.

To find out about the next 
auction, check the VPD website 
(Vancouver.ca/police) in Spring 
2017

  ■ 
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New racetrack grandstand under construction in 1965, with grain terminal and 
Second Narrows Bridge in background. Photo courtesy Ralph Bower

1919 aerial view of racetrack, before it was rotated and relocated in the 
mid-20th Century. Renfrew Street runs diagonally from top right.
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Summer Kickoff is Coming!

For the 15th year in a row, the Sunrise 
Square parking lot in the 2500 block 
Franklin St. will be taken over for the 
annual Sunrise Summer Kickoff on 
Saturday, July 9.

The popular event is jointly sponsored 
by the Hastings Sunrise Community 
Policing Centre (HSCPC) and the 
Hastings North Business Improvement 
Association (HNBIA), and generously 
supported by community partners and 
the Vancouver Police Department.

As always, the main attraction will be 
street hockey, free and open to kids from 
kindergarten to Grade 9.

(To sign up, register on line at www.
eastvillagevancouver.ca or drop into the 

CPC/BIA office at 2620 East Hastings 
St.)

The Kickoff runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
It draws hundreds of young hockey 
players and thousands of others to enjoy 
a day filled with attractions for young 
and old. They include:

•	 Petting Zoo
•	 Pony Rides
•	 Carnival
•	 Safety Fair
•	 Arts & Crafts 
•	 Live Music
•	 Cultural Performances

•	 BBQ
•	 And much more!

Come and meet police officers, your 
neighbours and many of the community 
organizations that help make Hastings 
Sunrise a vibrant place.

Scores of volunteers from the HSCPC 
and the community, along with 
Vancouver police and other safety 
professionals, participate as coaches, 
referees, organizers and support workers.

   ■

Photos by Mike McCue
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Thank You:

More than four tons of personal and 
financial records were shredded at 
the 2016 Shredding Day put on by 
the Hastings Sunrise Community 
Policing Centre and the Hastings 
North Business Improvement 
Association.

The total of 8,774 pounds was almost 
2,500 pounds more than last year’s 
number. 

Attendees donated $2,675, beating 
last year’s figures by 24 per cent.  All 
donations help the Hastings Sunrise 
CPC further its goal of fostering a safe, 
secure and clean community.

“We blew away last year’s fundraising 
numbers,” said Clair MacGougan, 
executive director of the HSCPC. “I 
want to thank all the volunteers, board 
and staff who helped out – and our 
community partner, Best Shredding. 
They were awesome!”

Shredding Day is held every year as a 
fundraiser and to encourage people to 
securely dispose of all paper records that 
could lead to identity fraud if they fell 
into the hands of a criminal.

Shredding Day Sets Records
In addition, a pop-up electronics and 
small appliance recycling depot at the 
event brought in 826 items weighing 
a total of 2,926 pounds, more than 570 
pounds heavier than last year’s total. 

The event has become so popular that 
the organizers have already scheduled 
Shredding Day 2017! 

So mark your calendars for Saturday 
May 6, 2017, and start saving those 
sensitive personal records for shredding 
then, so they’ll never betray you to the 
identity thieves!    ■
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