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Working together for a safe community

The Hastings Sunrise Community Policing Centre works 
in partnership with the Vancouver Police Department

 
  

Other Partners:

Who's Watching It ...When You're Not?

Debbie Palmer’s bike was stolen in 
under two minutes. 

“I locked the frame of my bike against 
the parking meter, ran into my work to 
get my paycheck, came back out and the 
lock had been cut and my bike was gone. 
I couldn’t believe it because was only 
away from my bike for a brief moment.” 
Debbie’s bike has never been recovered.
While Vancouver has enjoyed a decline 
in homicides and other violent crime, 

incidents similar to Debbie’s have 
continued to increase. What the VPD 
describes as “Other Thefts” involve the 
theft of personal items such as wallets, 
purses, cellphones, and bicycles. 

According to VPD’s Media Relations 
Officer, Sgt. Randy Fincham, “these 
type of thefts occur due to 
inattention” and are common 
in bars and restaurants, food 
courts, parks, and other busy 
places. “A student studying 
in a coffee shop will briefly 
get up to pick up their order, 
and upon returning, will 
discover that the cell-phone 
they left on the table has 
been stolen.” 

The story is almost always 
the same: A valuable item left 
in the open by a distracted 
and often oblivious owner 
-- and a thief, waiting for an 
opportunity. 

The VPD’s “Other Thefts” 
Campaign, launched Sept. 
23, aims to change people’s 
behaviour and attitudes. 
A video series as well 

as posters ask “Who’s Watching It?”, 
reminding us that if we don’t watch 
our property, a thief probably will. 

“Treat your personal belongings like 
cash,” advises Sgt. Fincham. “No one 
would ever think of leaving $1200 cash 
at the foot of a tree while they use the 
bathroom on the Stanley Park Seawall, 
so why would you leave your $1200 bike 
unsecured in the same situation?”
Bicycle thefts continue to increase in 
this bike-oriented city. According to 

Sgt. Fincham, there are 600 unidentified 
bicycles in the VPD property office. With 
no engraving, it is almost impossible to 
match them with their owners. 

Engraving personal items with a driver’s 
license number or serial number helps 
identify the real owner when a lost or 

stolen item is found. 
Engraving can be done 
for free at any of the 10 
Community Policing 
Centres in Vancouver. 

Adding an extra lock 
or two can deter 
thieves by slowing 
them down. Finally, 
simply being aware of 
your surroundings and 
paying attention is the 
most effective way to 
prevent theft. If there is 
no opportunity, a theft 
cannot occur. 

For more information 
on the “Other Thefts” 
campaign, engravings, 
and how you can better 
secure your property, 
phone or visit the 

Hastings Sunrise Community Policing 
Centre (604-717-3584) or visit the 
Vancouver Police Department Website 
at vpd.ca.

■ Lishan Sharples



New season, new coach – but the same great deal for Vancouver Giants fans who support local youth programs by 
buying special tickets to the annual Big Night With the Giants game at the Pacific Coliseum on Friday, Nov. 21. 

The special tickets are just $18 – for a package valued at $35 including hot dogs, refreshments and  excitement for all  
ages at a pre-game Hastings Sunrise Community Celebration starting at 6pm. Activities include a hockey-shoot-out for 
kids, face painting, balloon animals and more. 

Then at 7:30pm, the Giants take on the Regina Pats in always-entertaining Western Junior Hockey League action. New 
coach Troy Ward replaces long-time Giants coach Don Hay behind the bench. 

The Big Night tickets are available only at the Hastings Sunrise Community Policing Centre, 2620 East Hastings St., 
604-717-3584, and at Hastings Community School office, 2625 Franklin St., 604-713-5268. Proceeds go to benefit  
safety and out-of-school-time programs in our community.

Hastings Street Treats!
Get a head start on Halloween at Trick or Treat on Hastings Street, 
Saturday Oct. 25! 

Businesses  in the nine blocks of East Hastings from 2000 to 2800 invite 
neighbourhood kids to come by in costume for FREE Halloween treats 
between 12 noon and 3 p.m. Candy is provided by London Drugs. 

Be sure to include a visit to the Hastings North Business Improvement 
Association office at 2620 East Hastings and pick up a mini pumpkin, 
provided by Donald’s Market.  

For more information, phone the BIA at 604-215-2401.

 Big Night Out with the Vancouver Giants

According to ICBC, distracted 
driving is now the second leading 
cause of car crash fatalities – ahead of 
impaired driving – and is the leading 
cause of rear-end crashes which often 
result in injuries.

On September 5, police departments 
throughout the province, in 
partnership with ICBC, stepped 
up enforcement and education. 
The education campaign 
involves increased public service 
announcements across television, 
radio, and social media outlets.

People can also help support the 
campaign through Twitter using 
the hashtag: #leaveyourphonealone. 
ICBC has even gone as far to launch a 
Cineplex Timeplay game that will run 
prior to movies in Lower Mainland 
theatres. 

Public service announcements 
emphasize that “every second matters” 
when it comes to driving and that 
due to distracted drivers, otherwise 
avoidable accidents are occurring 
more frequently, and often with fatal 
consequences. ICBC, the Vancouver 
Police Department, and the Hastings 
Sunrise Community Policing Centre 
want to remind Vancouver drivers to 
leave their phones alone. 

Vancouver drivers can help promote 
the campaign by picking up the 
“not while driving” decal, available 
at any ICBC driver licensing office 
or participating Autoplan broker 
locations.

Car + Phone = Danger


