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Street Hockey Grows up as 

the Community Festival

► Chester Grant

I think it’s safe to say that people across the 
globe will remember what a spectacular host 
City of Vancouver was for the 2010 Winter 
Olympics (February 12-28). I’m proud to 
report that our very own Hastings Sunrise 
Community Policing Centre volunteers 
played a big part in making that happen.

Parked in the heart of Yaletown on Hamilton 
Streets during the Olympic period, CPC 
volunteers supervised a VPD trailer and were 
ready to handle any concerns by the public.  
Those who helped during the busy two 
weeks in February provided much needed 
directions, listened to complaints, handed out 
free stickers, and met with countless tourists.  
In other words, the trailer was the go-to 
place for visitors looking for information 
and friendly Vancouverites wanting to lend a 
hand.  Since many of the police offi cers on the 
street came from other parts of Canada and 
weren’t familiar with Vancouver, the trailer 
was an excellent source for free information 
from a local.

►Edmund Szutu

HSCPC Volunteers 
give at 2010 & 

VPD Trailer

continued on page 3, 
see “HSCPC Volunteers Give”

Attractions included mini-golf, the Vancouver 
Police Lion Dance team, dunk tank, face painting, 
Vancouver Giants hockey shootout, Brazilian and 
aboriginal dance, a disc jockey and barbecue.

Paramedics help kids try out fi rst aid.  Police assist 
in many areas; one year mounted squad members 
showed up, and spectators were treated to the 
sight of horses playing goal in an impromptu 
lunch-hour hockey game between police and 
volunteers. 

The 2010 event, coming up on Saturday July 
3, will feature more cultural events, more live 
entertainment and a Mini-POPAT (Police Offi cers 
Physical Abilities Test), a version of the police 
physical training test adapted for children.
It now takes fi ve months for the CPC and BIA to 
plan and prepare the Summer Kickoff.

This year they’ll be aided by the new Hastings 
North Community Partners Group, formed in 
December 2009 to collaborate on community-
building activities.

The group is made up of the BIA, the CPC, 
Hastings Community Association, Hastings 
Community Centre, Kiwassa Neighbourhood 
House, Longhouse Church, St. David’s Anglican 
Church and Templeton Community Schools 
Team.

As always, the focus will be on fun. “My favourite 
part? Just watching the kids,” says Patricia. “They 
have so much fun. Most are so polite – they’re so 
happy to be there!”   ♦

In the spring of 2002, members of the Hastings 
North Business Improvement Association (BIA) 
and their executive director, Patricia Barnes, 
were looking for a way to give back to their 
community.

“Why not play street hockey in the parking lot?” 
someone asked.

On a sunny Saturday that July, one-third of the 
Sunrise Square lot was cordoned off to become 
a hockey rink. Hastings Sunrise Community 
Policing Centre (CPC) volunteers pitched in to 
help as coaches and referees for the 80 kids who 
turned up.

 “It seemed like a great way to get kids running 
around in the fresh air, and for the businesses to 
give back to the community,” says Patricia.

CPC coordinator Clair MacGougan recalls: “At 
the end of the event, Patricia and I looked at each 
other and said Wow! That really went well!”
Since then it has grown to become the Sunrise 
Summer Kickoff, a major festival of community 
spirit, cultural entertainment and youth activity 
that takes up the entire parking lot for a day.

In 2009, more than a thousand people attended. 
There were 160 youngsters playing hockey, 100 
tots signed up at Child Find, 96 people staffi ng 
13 displays, 18 community organizations, nine 
police offi cers and six paramedics. A new feature 
was multi-cultural entertainment by 85 people in 
nine groups.



PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT 
► Elaine McKay

►Michael McColl

The 2010 Winter Olympic Games have changed the sporting landscape of Vancouver forever. A 
huge part of this success was due to the 25,000 blue jacketed volunteers who worked long hours with 
constant smiles on their faces to make the athletes, officials and fans from all around the world happy 
to be in our wonderful city.

A number of our very own Hastings Sunrise Community Policing Centre volunteers joined the ranks 
of Olympics volunteers and staff for a few weeks to take part in the global extravaganza. Taking on 
a variety of roles, all agreed it was one of the best times of their lives and they would do it again in 
a heartbeat.

Harry Wong volunteered as a driver during the games. Based at Whistler, Harry was one of three 
people allocated to a very special athlete – the Ghanaian “snow leopard” Kwame Nkrumah-
Acheampong.  Acting as an assistant to the high-profile athlete, his job was to support Kwame and 
make him, his family and the team official happy and comfortable in their surroundings. Whether it 
was driving Kwame to training and events or acting as a tour guide, the Ghanaian party had a great 
time and so did Harry: 

“It was a very positive experience. There was an amazing party atmosphere at Whistler. It was great 
to be in such a multi-cultural and multi-national environment.”

Kashif Chaudhry, another CPC volunteer, undertook a six-week paid role in the parking division and 
was helping out vehicles trying to make their way to BC Place, GM Place and all the official houses 
situated around there:

“I loved seeing how patriotic everyone was. You could see that everyone was caught up in the 
moment.”

This was a sentiment Eric Allen also felt. His volunteer experience saw him at the heart of the action, 
based at the Olympic village as a photographer.

Eric loved “being right there in the middle of all of the athletes,” and the Welcoming Ceremonies at 
the village when the athletes first arrived were particularly fun. Taking around 45 minutes and MC’d 
by Sandra Oh and Rick Hansen, the ceremonies saw the flags of several competing countries raised, 
speeches made and welcomes given with Eric there to capture all the action.

His highlight? “When Team Canada arrived. The atmosphere was amazing!”

All of the volunteers felt teamwork was the key and that a lot of the skills they use at the CPC came in very useful during their Olympic experience, 
especially when it came to patience and dealing with queries from the public.

This is something I can personally attest to from my own Olympics experience. I was volunteering in Event Services during the Games and was based 
at the Pacific Coliseum as a host.

When you had that blue jacket on, you were the face of the Games. People would automatically come up to you to ask you anything and everything. 
It was important that you helped them as much as you could and left them feeling positive about their Olympic experience. That’s also what it’s like 
when you work and volunteer for the CPC.

The Games may now already be a memory, but all of our volunteers will be able to carry on making a difference year round with their commitment to 
the Policing Centre.

If you’re an Olympic volunteer reading this, then we thank you for all your help and commitment during the Winter and Paralympic Games. You helped 
make the Games as special as they were. If you’re looking for a new challenge and experience now that it’s all over, well, Hastings Sunrise Community 
Policing Centre is the place for you. We’ll look forward to seeing you soon.   ♦

It has been an exciting and challenging year 
in Vancouver and in Hasting Sunrise. The 
Hastings Sunrise Community Policing Centre 
has shared in the joy of victory and the hard 
work it takes to get there. 

No one knew quite what to make of the 2010 
Olympic Games. Along with anticipation, 
there was apprehension about how the city 
would cope with hundreds of thousands of 
visitors, security risks and traffi c nightmares.

By the end, the world saw Vancouver as a 
place that knew how to host a celebration, 
inhabited by citizens who knew how to 
welcome the world.

The HSCPC, its staff and volunteers played a 
role in creating that welcome. Nine volunteers 
from HSCPC and 91 volunteers from CPCs 
around the city staffed the Vancouver Police 
Department kiosks in downtown Vancouver, 
directing visitors to venues and helping solve 
problems. 

That sort of outreach -- lending a hand when 
needed and partnering with the community 
-- is exactly what HSCPC does year round. 
The Olympics just took the welcome to a new 
level.

To our partners, funders, staff, volunteers, 
board and everyone who has supported 
HSCPC in the past year, thank you for 
everything you have done to make Hastings 
Sunrise a neighbourhood that thrives and 
continues to grow in its quality of life.    ♦

“Volunteering”
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Too good to be true? 
Don’t get taken in…

Photo supplied by: Cst. A. Longley

“I am Mr. Patrick K. W. Chan Executive 
Director & Chief fi nancial Offi cer of Hang 
Seng Bank Ltd, Hong Kong. I have a lucrative 
business proposal of mutual interest to share 
with you; it involves the transfer of a large 
sum of money. I got your reference in my 
search for someone who suits my proposed 
business relationship. If you are interested 
in working with me contact me through my 
private e-mail for further details.” 

I’m sure most of you have received e-mails like the one above and realized that 
it is a scam, but there are many people who are taken in by Internet and e-mail 
scams.   There are hundreds of variations on these scams, and not all of them are 
as obvious as the one above.  The police continue to receive reports of people 
who have been duped into deals and have become the victim of a scam.

The best thing is to be informed and learn to recognize what might be a scam. 
As with any business deal, it is the responsibility of the purchaser or seller to use 
common sense and do their research prior to completing a transaction.

Many scams involve buying, selling or renting a product and will include one or 
more of the following:

●  An inquiry from someone saying they are from overseas or have gone out of  
    the country and have a convincing story to go along with their inquiry
●  Someone wanting to use a money wiring service, shipping service or some
    sort of “guarantee” to buy the product
●  A refusal to meet in person, or saying they don’t need to see what you’re
    selling before they offer you money
●  Overpayment for your service or product and then advising you to take what 
    you require and send them the residual
●  A person not authorized to sell or rent the property they’re advertising.

Remember to remain cautious as you don’t know who you are dealing with over 
the Internet.   Be informed, and if you suspect the ad or e-mail is a scam, report it 
to the site that it’s posted on.  Most of all, trust your gut feelings, and if the person 
is deceptive or can’t answer your questions, discontinue contact with them.  

Most Internet classifi ed sites post warnings and advice on how to avoid scams, or 
you can go to the following sites for more information:

Better Business Bureau of BC:  http://mbc.bbb.org/
PhoneBusters:  www.phonebusters.com                                ♦

Did you know? 

►Cst. Anne Longley

■ Vancouver was the largest, warmest and lowest 
    (sea level) host city ever to host a Winter Olympics.

■ The 2010 Opening Ceremonies at BC Place
    Stadium were the first ever held indoors.

 ■ The 4,500-kilometer torch relay was the longest in 
     history inside a host country.

I got the opportunity to talk to HSCPC volunteer Joe Wood, who 
helped our centre stay in contact with the VPD.  I also chatted 
with Brenda Rogers, an active volunteer who picked up several 
shifts at the trailer.

“It was about representing the VPD, city, province, and the 
country,” Joe explained as I asked him what he remembered about 
his work in the trailer.  People from faraway places would come 
up and tell him how much they appreciated seeing volunteers in 
the public helping people out.

For Brenda, she remembers the experience as being “all done in 
fun” and overwhelmingly positive.  Not only was there a lot to 
learn and do, but “no two days were ever the same.”  Each shift 
was a new opportunity to see another great event or meet another 
grateful tourist.

Did I mention that the trailer was the place for volunteers from 
different Vancouver CPCs to work together?  Volunteers came 
from Hastings-Sunrise and West End-Coal Harbour, along with 
some helpers from the Citizens Crime Watch, to function as one 
portable CPC.  As a large group, they worked under the direction 
of VPD Sergeant Wally Argent and the trailer’s coordinator 
Wayne Gong from West End-Coal Harbour who manned the 
station every day.

Similar to what our street front offi ce or patrol volunteers do, 
helping out at the VPD trailer meant reassuring the people in 
the very big crowd that they were safe and had a place to go for 
information.  All that experience as a CPC volunteer really paid 
off! Even though the Olympics are gone, the VPD trailer is still in 
town and will reappear again each year at the PNE.         ♦ ES

“HSCPC Volunteers Give”
from page 1

Hastings Sunrise Summer Kickoff
“Come and join the fun!”

Time: 10 AM through 3 PM
Place: the big parking lot behind London Drugs
Date: Saturday, July 3, 2010.

Children from kindergarten through grade 7 are welcomed 
to register for street hockey online or at the BIA offi ce, 
2620 E. Hastings Street.
www.hastingssunrise.ca
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Announcements...

Protect your Identity and our Environment. Shred IDENTITY theft. 

Join us for free confi dential document shredding and recycling sponsored by Vancity, Hastings 
North Business Improvement Association and the Hastings Sunrise Community Policing 
Centre, in partnership with Urban Impact. Learn more about identity theft and how to protect 
yourself.  

Date: Saturday, May 8, 2010 ,  Time: 10am – 2pm
Place: Sunrise Square Parking Lot, 2500 Block Franklin Street
Cost: We’ll be welcoming donations to the Hastings Sunrise Community Policing Centre 

Light refreshments provided and a chance to win a personal shredding machine. 
Contact the HSCPC for more information:  604-717-3584

Keep Vancouver Spectacular (KVS)

This May marks the 15th year of the City’s Keep Vancouver Spectacular campaign to keep 
local neighbourhoods clean, safe and presentable and encouraging people to take pride in 
their local community and help make them crime free.
 
The CPC will be taking part in a KVS clean up event at Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House 
on Saturday May 8th and everyone is welcome to attend.
 
The event will run from 10am till 1pm, with a meeting point at Frog Hollow at 2131 Renfrew 
Street. Free food and drinks will be provided as a thank you to all the volunteers after the 
event.
 
If you are interested in taking part, call Michael or Karine at 604 717 3584 (CPC offi ce) to 
register your interest or to fi nd out more details. 

Insurance Corporation of British Columbia

For the month of May, remind yourself when you drive that: “When you slow down, you see 
more of the road. Drive Smart.”


